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(48 GEARED For L and F drivers Demerit points scheme — encouraging safe driving In This Section
o Demerit point offences -
= Nicerang Please Note: e
' From 31 January 2011, the demerit points threshold for unresiricted licence holders in HSWW will o w
= Regktration increase from 12 to 13 points. demerit points scheme
3 Using NSW roads Thiz means if you have an unrestricted NSW Driver Licence [not 4 leamer or provisional licence), and you Tl e
accumulate 13 demerit points, you will face a licence suspension. o Frequently asked
= questions [FALDS)
gd Rules and regulations Professional drivers (ie those wha drive for aliving, such as taxi and heavy vehicle drivers) wil also be able to

2 F. : claim an additional demerit point — their threshold will increase from 12 1o 14 demerit points.

2 Fenaltes

Eotpre Thiz change recognizes the additional time profezsional drivers =pend on the roadz. The extra point can only be
Demerit paints scheme claimed once the driver haz accumulated exactly 13 demerit pointz and has received a suspension notice.

Heavy velicle penalties They will then need to vist an RTA motor registry before the suspension starts, to prove their status as a professional driver.

Hean : velicle speeding For more information about the changed demerit pointz thresholds, whe qualifies for the professional driver =tatus and how to prove it, go to
penclties the 31 January 2011 changes page.

immediate icence . .
E&Lppnqmn' = Demerit points for 22 offences reduced or removed

Licence Cisqualificztion From 31 December 2010, demerit points for 12 offences committed on or after this date will be reduced or removed.

Motorcyce penaties The=se include roundabout, indicator, bu=s lane and lowing offences.

it ek neriatios Demerit points for key road safety offences such az speeding and seatbelt uze will remain unchanged. The changes are:

Sericus traffic offences Roundabout/indicator offences
i gl T Road Rule | Offence Current Revised
Street racing and burnott poinls points
offences 111 (13802 Mot enter roundabout on lefl (leave lezs than Z 0
.-....... - - - - - - - - hﬂlfwa‘j’}
Fu_a_cl :MEE e T11 (1 4%(3) Mot enter roundabout on right (leeve more than z 0
-, Australian -oad and vehice haifway)
" standards “ules review 111 (1}%{5) ' WNot enter roundabout in direction of traffic lane 2 0
 Wobilty Parking Scheme 116 Mot drive in roundabout in direction oftraffic i 0
+ Irternationl vistors e SIow e ]
e e e 118 (2) Mot =top left change of direction =ignal (ext . 0
=+ Founcabouts roundabout)
= Erendan's aw
= Cargo Road =peed linitz HEEp left offences
5 Eszézllilljlrighwa} reduced Road Rul of c i s
poinis points
= Envionment 130(2) Drive in right lane on road with speed limit over 3 2
&0 km'h
= Construction and maintenance 130 (2) Dizobey keep left unless overtaking 3 2
3 3 131 Mot keep left of oncoming vehicle 3 2
i i 1321} Mot keep lefi of centre on two-way road 3 2
_ 140 Overtake vehicle when unsafe 3 2
* Cargers n the RTA 142 (1) Overtake to right of vehicle turning right/making 3 2
U-Turn
< Publcations, statisfics & forme 144 (a) Chvertake vehicle loo chsely 3 2
: y 144 (b} Cutin front of vehicle after overtaking 3 2
< News and special events
= Partners and suppliers :
: Towing offences
< GIPA Act (FOIp _
poinis points
284-3 (1)a} ' Mot keep required distance [towing with tow- 2z 0
line}
294-3 (1¥e) ' Notdizplay warning flag as required Z 0
Vehicle indicatar offences
points points
45 74} Mot =top left change of direction zignal 2 0
43 (4} Mot =top right change of direction zignal 2z D
Rule 31 Operate indicator light contrary te permitted u=e Z 0
Dedicated lane offences
poinis points
154 Orive in bus Bne 3 1
155 Drive intram lane 3 0
157 Orive in truck lane 3 D
157-1 Drive in a T-Way 3 1

Peaze note: this information iz intended as a guide only and & zubject fo change at any time without notice. t doez not replace the relevant
legizlation.

About the Demerit Points Scheme
The Demert Pointz Scheme iz @ natienal program that alibcates penalty pointe (demerite} for a range of driving offences.

The =cheme iz designed o encourage safe and respongible driving. Akng with financial penalties, demernt points provide a strong incentive to
drive within the law.

Accumulating points

A driver who haz not committed any offences has zero poinis. When an oflence that carriez demert points iz committed, the points are added to
the licence holder's driving record. If the icence holder ncurs the threshold number of demerit pointz within a three-year peried, a licence
zuzpension or refusal iz applied. The threzholdz are az follows:

o lnrestricted licence— 13 pointz.

o Profezzional drivers — 14 points (from 31 Januvary 2011}). See Changes to the demerit poinle scheme for more information.
o Provigional P2 icence — 7 poiniz.

o Provigional P1 licence — 4 poinis.

o Learner licence— 4 pointa (from 28 September 20059).

o |Inrestricted licence with a good behaviour period — 2 pointzs within the term of the good behaviour period.

Suspension and refusal periods

Reaching or exceeding the demerit points limit rezults in licence suzpenszion or refusal The RTA will zend a Motice of Suzpenzion or Refusalto a
licence holder who reaches or exceeds the number of pointz available for their type of licence, or who commits an excessive zpeed offence. A
Motice of 2uzpension or refuzal willzpecify the dale the licence suzpension or refuzal iz to begin. The imposition of a licence suspension or
refusal percd relise vn the ATA serving 8 Notice.

For unrestrcted licence helderg, the peried of suspension depends on the number of pointe accumulated as follows:

o 13 to 15 points - three months.

o1& to 19 point= - four months.

o X or more points - five months.

o For provizional and learner licence holders, the suzpension period iz three months.

Good behaviour period

Unrestricted licence holders who receive a Motice of Suzpension dus o the accumulation of demerit pointe can apply for a 12 month good
behaviour period instead of =erving the suspenzion. Thie oplion iz not available to provizional or learner licence holders or thoze akeady zerving
a good behaviour period.

A good behaviour slection must be mads before the suspension begine. If the slaction is not made before the required date, then the suspension
will be enforced. The relevant kgizlation does not give the RTA the dizcretion to reizsue the suapension notice with a new date orto change a
zsuzpension to good behaviour after the auzpension perod has begun.

Licence hokders who accumulate 2 or mere demert pointz while serving a good behaviour period wil be auspended for double the orignal
su=pension time.

Professional drivers

From 31 January 20111, allunrestricted licence holders who reach or exceed 13 demerit points will b 2ent a notice of =uspension, or will be
refuzed a licence if they apply. However, professional drivers have a demerit pointz thresheld of 14 points provided they meet the criteria. Ifa
perzon can demonstrate that they meet the professional driver crieria, any suzpension (or refusal) that was applied bazed on 13 demerit paoints
exactl willbe withdrawn. If they subsequently reach or excesd 14 demerit pointz however, they will be zubject to suspension or refuzal as per
existing poicy.

See Changes tothe demerit points scheme iniroduced on 31 January 2011 for mere information.

Refusal of a licence

The RTA may refuse to renew a licence for a driver who haz exceeded their demerit points threzhold or has commited a serious speeding
offence. The pericdzthat a licence may be refused arethe same az thoze that apply for suzpenzionz. The RTA wil izzus a MNotice of Refusal.

Onhy after attending a motor registry and applying for a icence or licence renewal willa formal refu=al be applied and a refu=al nolice given.

Appeals

There iz noright of appeal aganzt the =uspenzion or refuzalof an unrestricted licence on the grounds of demerit peints.

Double demerit points

Double demerit pointa apply for speeding, seatbelt and motorcycle helmet offences during all holiday perieds such a= long weskends, Chriztmas,
Mewe ear and Easter.

School zones

Certain driving and perking offences attract an additional demerit point 7 committed in an operating =chool zone. Double demernt pointz can alko
apply when =chool zones are n operation during holiday periods. If vou commit a peed, seatbelt or helmet offence during thizs combined period,
the demerit poind value applying for the =chool zone will be doubled.

Licence suspension and disqualification periods for speeding
Licence holders may be dizqualified or have their licence suspended for the following sericus speeding offences:

o [Driving more than 45 kmvh above the =peed limit — 2ix menths.
o Driving more than 30 kmv'h but not more than 45 kmih above the speed limit - three months.

In addition to the suspension and dizqualfication periods, theze offences alko carry demernt pointe which are added to the licence holder's
record. If theze demerit points cause the licence holder to reach or exceed their demerit points imit, then an additional uzpenzion or refuzal
period may apply under the Demertt Points Scheme.

Licence suspension for any speeding offence for a learner or a provisional P1 licence holder

Holders of a leamer or a provizional licence will receive a minimum of € demerit points for any speeding offence. This means that both learners
and provigional P1 licence holders will have their licence =uspended or refused for at leasi three months for any =peeding offence. A fne iz alzo

payable.

Demerit Point offences that are heard in court

Ifthe court rules that a perzon iz not guilty of 8 demerit point offence, it iz the end of the matter. There are no fnes o pay or demerit ponts to be
recorded.

If a court finds a perzon guitty of the offence and convictz the person, the court uzually orderz a fine. In thiz ceze the offence will be recorded
on the offender’s traffic record and the ATA must apply the relevant number of demernt pointz. I the court findz a perzon guilty of a demerit point
offence but does not convict the person under zection 1001} of the Crimes (Sentencing Procedure} Act 1998, the demert pointz will not be
recorded.

How to check your demerit points balance

You can check your demerit points online. However, az an additivnal 2ecurity meazure and to protect vour perzonal infermafion vou will be
required to establizh an online account to accez= theze tranaactionz. The offences shown aretho=se thatthe RTA may counttowards
SURpEN=ion.

You can ako reqguest a copy of your driving record [a fee is payable} online, by phoning 13 22 13, or by visiting any motor registry and
providing proof of identity. Y ou will need vour driver licence o obdain thiz information. ¥ our driving record will show all offences and demeri
pointz. Pleaze nete that vou cannot obtain deteils of other peeple’s demerit points balance, driving record or perzonal details.

1 Back to top

MSW Government website Terms of Use | Onine Privacy Policy | Copyright Feedback Sitemap

i Thevm ke mrmad T Eee 3 iy 1 ¥ = ok Vi L L —r TR A
Roadz and Traffic Authorty (N3W) Last Updated:; 28 January 2011

(11}



